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KusinarS is the Sanskrit name of a town which
became famous by the parinirvana of Buddha; the
MaAabkarata (VIII, 5, v. 137 ; XII, 101, v, 3736) speaks
of a people called TJSinara. These names form a pair of
which the elements can be nearly superposed ; the most
notable difference is due to the loss of the initial in
the second, a phenomenon frequent in the Austro-
Asiatic languages. Can we deduce from it that the
pair has been borrowed from that family of languages ?
It will be however imprudent. The apheresis is observed
in different linguistic families. Sumerian (Autran,
Langues du Monde, p. 278) furnishes some such examples
and some Sanskrit words are precisely suspected to be
loans from that language.
Even supposing that Sumerian has nothing to do
here and that amongst the languages which were in
contact with Indo-Aryan in ancient times those which
belonged to the Austro-Asiatic family were the sole to
present cases of aphereses, it* would be still imprudent
to say that the words which have lost then? initial in
Sanskrit would necessarily be of Austro-Asiatie origin.
The softening of the initial k>A appears to be due to
the fact that, in the dialects in which it is produced
the pronunciation of the occlusive necessitated a strong
breath. The same pronunciation has been able to main-
tain itself and pro.dcce the same effects even after the
non-Aryan populations of India had learnt to speak the
Indo-Aryan languages and, since then, some words of
Indo-European origin could have lost their initial.
In short, the loss of initial in some words of Indian
languages would not prove their Austro-Asiatie origin. I
cannot therefore admit without reservation the following
formula iu which Prof. Sylvain Levi recently summarised